
 

 

With Spring fast approaching I hope you are looking forward to some warmer weather to replace the cold, wind, 
rain, ice and snow and back to regular Lodge activities.  Today the sun is shining and I have shrubs and flowers 
in bloom.  Hopefully, our fruit trees blooms will not get killed for I’m sure we will have more freezing weather 
down the line.  I hope everyone has had a nice winter and a good Christmas and New Year Holiday Season.  We 
have had several members on the sick list, hopefully everyone will start to feel better and get well as spring 
approaches. 
 
The Grand Council met in Chattanooga on Saturday, January 21, 2017 with Grand Chancellor Frank Youngblood 
presiding.  He held a good meeting as we conducted a lot of business.  We had several visitors in attendance, 
prior to the Grand Council Meeting we enjoyed a delicious meal at the Golden Corral Restaurant.  Due to time 
limits we had a short Dokey meeting, and a regular Dokey meeting is scheduled for the spring, notice 
forthcoming. 
 
The Holding Board of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee will meet on Saturday March 25, 2017 at the Comfort Inn 
Motel in Lebanon for our spring business meeting.  Last week, February 19, we celebrated Founders Day,  the 
founding of our Great Order Knights of Pythias, at Oak Leaf Lodge with a delicious dinner and a lot of great 
fellowship and socializing with a good attendance.  This year marks the 153rd year of existence of the Fraternal 
Order Knights of Pythias.  It was started on February 19, 1864 in Washington, D. C.   My home lodge, Oak Leaf 
in Rockwood, was instituted in 1888 so we also celebrated our 129th birthday.  I’m sure some of the other Lodges 
held some type of recognition or celebration of Founders Day. 
 
The SEPA will hold our spring meeting at the Country Cascade Motel in Pigeon Forge, TN on the March 31 - 
April 2 weekend and Grand Lodge of Tennessee will host this meeting.  All Pythians are welcome to attend, we 
invite you to come and spend the weekend in Pigeon Forge, attend the SEPA meetings and enjoy the Smokey 
Mountains, have some fun and relax, and, and the same time, meet some very nice Pythians from all over the 
Southeast.  The motel number is 1-865-428-1194 for reservations. 
 
The Grand Lodge of Tennessee annual convention will be held at the Country Cascade Motel in Pigeon Forge 
on June 2-4, 2017.  I urge all Grand Lodge members and visitors to make your reservations and plan to attend 
our Grand Lodge.  We need and welcome your participation. 
 
The Supreme Council met in New York on Saturday, February 25, 2017.  We have a very good slate of Supreme 
Officers that are doing a good job.  Supreme Prelate Bruce Brown is scheduled to attend our Grand Lodge 
Convention in June. 
 



 
 
I have just completed the year end annual report for the Grand Lodge of Tennessee.  Unfortunately, I am 
disappointed to report that the Domain of Tennessee suffered a net loss in Membership this past year.  
Regrettably, we also lost one lodge.  It is our hope that we will be able to turn things around this year and see a 
membership increase for 2017.    I urge everyone to work and support both membership programs of Supreme 
Chancellor Alan Krell, and Grand Chancellor Frank Youngblood.   THE GOAL IS TO HAVE A MEMBERSHIP 
GAIN IN EACH LODGE OF THE DOMAIN.  We can achieve this GOAL if each member will recruit just one new 
member for his Lodge.  ASK a prospect to join; then perform rank work.  This will be an easy goal to achieve if 
each person will participate and get one new member. 
 
The Knights of Pythias Poster Contest information was distributed to each lodge, and it is hoped every lodge will 
participate.  The contest is open to all high school age students, and monetary awards are available for poster 
contest winners.  Encourage your lodge and students to participate. 
 
The Cancer Society’s Relay for Life is the Knights of Pythias national charity.  I hope each lodge will support our 
national charity.  Oak Leaf Lodge has a Relay for Life Team and is active in the Cancer Relay in Roane 
County.  The Relay Team has a roadblock fundraiser scheduled for March 18, hopefully weather permitting we 
will raise several hundred dollars for Cancer.  Last year the Cancer Relay for Life Teams in Roane County raised 
over $60,000.00 for Cancer.  I encourage each lodge to support Relay for Life Teams in your communities. 
 
I understand some Lodges have rank work scheduled for this spring, and I commend your lodge for this 
effort.   Hopefully all lodges will participate in rank work this year and initiate new members. 
 
Soon the summer cookouts and picnics will be scheduled, hope everyone will enjoy these events, as they are a 
great time to enjoy together good food, fellowship and entertainment. 
 
Get well wishes to Donna Collins who fell and broke a rib in the bath tub.  She is recovering at home but has 
been in a lot of pain.  Floyd Dillon is mostly home bound and not able to get around very well, I’m sure he would 
appreciate a phone chat, it seems to cheer him up when I phone him since he cannot drive any longer.  I extend 
to those on the sick list good health, hope everyone will feel better and can again have good health. 
 
I trust each lodge will have a good spring and summer and good meeting attendance and can nitiate new 
members and grow. Communicate and promote your lodge activities and let the community know, publicize 
things in the Newspaper.  Let me know if I can assist your lodge. 
 
Volunteer Temple Pythian Sisters are very active in Rockwood.  They meet monthly, they hosted the Love 
Kitchen last month serving a good meal to some 80 to 90 persons, a good job well done by the Sisters.  They 
also plan a Bingo party at the local Nursing Home in March and are very involved in the community. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Bobby Crowe 
Grand Secretary 
 


